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Barry Pettit: A High-flying hero

Tory Pompetia of Leading
Eddges Advertizing wrate s
atory about Barry Pettif, an
EHERgENcy Yoom Rurse ot Rk
Fonndation Hospital and &
wmedival cvew divector with the
Mississipni Air Natioral Garerd's
183rd Aeromedical Evacualion
Sgaradren.

Tory and bis wife, Shares,
live in Mevidiar, Sharoan is an
adnvinistrative assistont at
Meridinn High Schoal and aise
ks with Winstend Reaiin
The conple has twe childres,
2Fwear-old Kare aud
2iyear-old Twler

Here's what Tooy said abowt
hiz storye SIS a frilits fo a frae
pateiod, and to Brrry's wnselfish
devation fo his connber, hiz family

aid fiz eniployer”

By Tony Pompelia
special o The Star

For those who v in northern
California near Travis Adr Foroe
Biase, a1 Ca1530 cargo plane, better
kmowm a5 “Hercules," lumbering
down The runway and  lazly
pushing its huge [rame towird
The hesvens, is a Girdy common
sight.

Cither than a passing thoungehi
abot how this green, cargedaden
memster mansres bo defy grvity
and Lift s wheels abowe the
grroumd, liiile sttention is paid o
it elepar ures

[t i just maturally assumed
that these mammoaoth transporis
are airkifting another kad of sup-
plies tooa military installafion
somewhere, After all, this 1=
Traviz AFB, and fransporting
forees amd supgilies is a big part of
what {i= |;|-|,'|:||;,||_-e' il

However, the Air Force s
making some changres, It is cons
werting some cirgo and refueling
aireralt, such as the “Hercunles,”
into e pmbolinces,

This means that the “cargo®
Mying high above Travis and
odher Air Force bases aoross this
nation 15 kely to be wounded
military service rmen and women
on The L bege of & lomge trip homee,

Inside an air ambulance

Onboard these air ambu-
lances, attending Lo wounded
froops, are fiveman medical
Tesims whase job it is o sdmin-

ister cquality care throughout the
duration of these long-awaited
flight= hone.

A medical erew director
leads each team, and this is the
role filled by Barey Pettit, a
young major in the Mississippi
Air  Matienal Guard  from
Philadelphia.

Barry's tour of duty as a
medical crew director took him
away from his farmily and his
CATECr A5 A0 eMergency room
nurse at Rush Foundation Hos-
pital for alimost twae years.

He received the Alr Force
Commendation Medal for his
cutstanding performance in
contributing te the successful,
first-ever implementation of the
Integrated Continental United
States Medical Plan in support
af Operations Iragi Freedom
and Enduring Freedam.

Pettit started his military
career by joining the Coast
Guard Reserve about 18 years
agoe. He spent two years in
Maobile and Guliport before
transferring to the 183rd
Aeromedical Evacuation
Squadron, based in Jackson.

On April 7, 2003, Barry and
other members of the 183rd
were deployed to Andrews Air
Force Base for several months
and then on to Travis Air foree
Base for the duration of their
service.

Drwring their nearly two-year
tour, he and his crew flew 28
missions in and owt of The
States for the purpose of, as it
reals on his certificate of com-
mendation, “enswring quality
care for our returning warriors.”

Barry's surprise

While being called away
frem home to serwve your
country s very honorable, it can
also be wery stressful.

For Barry, like most other
service men and women who
find themselves in this position,
ane of his biggest concerns was
how leaving would affect his
farnily, friends and career.

“When you are away, you
worry about a lot of different
things, especially your family
and your career back home,”
Pettit said.

"You hope that everyone

believes in what you are doing
and that they support you.”

In that respect, Barry Pottit
s fortunate. His wile, Amber,
had a taste of what military life
wis like before she and Barey
miet, and he says this has helped
her be more understanding.

"Ambers father and brother
are in the Alr National Guoard in
Meridian, so she knows a litle
something about military life
andd what to expect,” Pettit said.
“She has always been very sup-
portive of oy rilitary commit-
ment, and [ believe she is proud
of me for serving my country.”

Barry™s Likvear-old daughter,
Mackic Lawren, is wery proucd
of her dad too.

Of course, this means a kot to
Barry, and it also means a great
deal that she is even more
proud to lave him back home.
With a little emetion in his
voice, Barry recalls the day that
he returned.

"Amber and [ had decided
not to tell Mackie that 1 was
coming home, We wanted it o
ke a big surprise,” he said.

* 8o, on the day [ got home, |
went to Mackie's school and
eased into the back of her class-
room. When she turned and
our eyes met, well, [ will never
forget the leok on her face, It
wis priceless.”

Supportive employer

In addition te his friends and
family, Barry has also recelved a

lot  of sappoert from  his
employer, Rush Foundation
Hospital.

Barry has worked in the
Bush emergency room since
1953 and has been a certified
Rush Emergency Heorn nurse
since his graduation from
Meridian Community College
that same yvear. He says Kush
has been wery good to him and
his family

"When 1 got back home,
Rush bet me pick up right where
1lefi off in the E.R. [t was as if ]
never left. 1 really appreciate
"

Barry's  superior,  David
Bonner, director of Rush's
Emergency Services, says
Barry has been an integral part
of the emergency room for as

RUSH
FOUNDATION
HOSPITAL

Barry FPattit, & reglaterad nures
in the amergency rocm at Rush
Foumdation Hoapltal, prepares
te adminiater an Injection.
Pettit iz also a major in the
Mizalazippl Alr Mational Guard
and has served as the lsader
of a five-rman flight team which
tranzsported woundead soldiers
hame.
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long as he can remember.

“He is an owtstanding clinical
nurse as well as a great leader,”
Bonner said.

“l consider Barry as one of
my persanal and professional
heroes. He spent almost two
vears away from his home and
family taking care of America’s
gsons and daughters.

“There is no doubt in my
mind that if Barry were called
back tomorrow, he would gladly
go. We hope that doees not
happen bat, I it does, we will
continue to suppert him 100
percent.”

Dionnie Smith, vice president
of Human HKesources/Public
Felations for Hush Health Sys-
tems, said Barry Pettit is o "troe
American.”

“He is evervihing vou are
looking for in & young man,”
Smith said. "He works hard
when he is here and he takes
his military service wery
serious, and we take it serious
with him. He is an exemplary
cltizen.”

Last thoughts

We live in a time when a
great deal ks required of our mil-
itary service people, and they
are rising to the occasion,

Some, like Barry, are now
returning home to resume the
lives that were Interrupted
when they answered the call to
gerve, (Hhers continue to fight
the good fght.

Sadly, there are many brave
indivicuals who have given that
Inat full measure. Inoany case,
they are all selfless heroes, the
real kind of here that places a
greater value on others than
they do on themselves. Barry
Pettlt is one of these.

When asked to sum up his
feelings about this lfe<changing
experience, Barry exprosses no
regret.

“It's personally rewarding

Enowing that | was able to help
bring wouwnded soldiers back
home to thelr families,” he anid.
"It gives you a real sense of
accomplishment and purpose.”™

Today we salute Harry Pettit
amnd all the other military men
and women who are proudiy
serving their country in Opera-
tions  Iragi  Freedom and
Enduring Freedom.

A grateful nation will be for-
ever in their debt.



